*CLOSING HYMN

First Congregational

What a Friend We Have in Jesus
Red-covered Pilgrim Hymnal, 335

Church

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION (remain standing please)
Rev. Will, Rev. Judy, and Kathleen Zagata
POSTLUDE

What a Friend We Have in Jesus

arr. John Carter

in Winchester

PH indicates Pilgrim Hymnal (red) NCH indicates New Century Hymnal (black)
*Those who are able please stand
Head-sets for the hearing impaired & large print bulletins are available from the deacons.

Third Sunday in Lent
Health Ministry Healing Service
February 28, 2016

SANCTUARY FLOWERS: Today’s Chancel flowers are given to the Glory of God and in
loving memory of Sally Finn. The Narthex flowers are given in honor of her mother Mrs.
W. Haven Sherburne, both by Mr. Jay Finn.
A NOTE OF GRATITUDE is extended to Our Healing Ministry Teams for their faith filled
service in worship and in visitation to members. Besides the names listed above in the
Order of Service, appreciation goes to Christine Atkins, Pam Budner, Janice Wilson, Marie
Perrot, Lisa Loughlin, and Jane Ring Frank.
OPPORTUNITY FOR REMEMBERING YOUR FAMILY AT EASTER: Please note that we
are raising the price for our holiday memorial plants from $15 to $20. The cost of Easter
lilies reflects the current price at Mahoney's. Forms will be available in next week’s bulletin, as well as the March Spire. Sally Hawksworth and Kellee Fiske, Flower Ministry Chairpeople.
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Words for meditation and preparation: “Healing is an integral part of the gospel message
itself… Christ came to heal us – spirit, mind, emotions, and body. To deny or minimize the
healing aspect of his ministry is to take away the power of the… good news and turn it into
merely good advice.” - Francis McNutt

GATHERING MUSIC

Herzlich tut mich verlangen

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Gerald Near (b. 1942)
Rev. Will Burhans

A MOMENT OF SILENCE/PASSING THE PEACE
PRELUDE

Little Partita for Lent, vs. 3

James Woodman (b. 1957)

GATHERING LITANY
Stephen Haggett
Give thanks to the Lord for God is good,
and God’s mercy endures forever.
They cried to the Lord in their trouble,
and God delivered them from their distress.
God sent forth His Word and healed them,
and saved them from the grave.
The Lord is righteous in all his ways,
and loving in all his works.
The Lord upholds all who fall,
God lifts up all those who are bowed down.
The Lord sustains them on their sickbed,
and ministers to them in their illness.
The Lord is my strength and my song,
and has become my salvation.
Give thanks to the Lord for God is good,
whose mercy endures forever!
Come brothers and sisters, let us worship the God whose presence heals
in Jesus’ name,
AMEN!

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

We Yearn, O Christ, for Wholeness
Black-covered New Century Hymnal 179

*CALL TO CONFESSION

Branda Wilhoite

*CONFESSIONAL PRAYER
Dear God of mercy, compassion and healing, we acknowledge that we are
not all that we would like to be. We carry wounds, regrets, and resentments that block us from your love and from being completely loving
towards others. We ask this morning for your forgiveness for the ways in
which we resist you and your design for our lives. Clear away what
obstructs us from your presence that we might better bring ourselves
and our friends before Christ to receive his healing touch.
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS & THE LORD'S PRAYER
Through the gift of the Creator, the love of Christ and the embrace of the Holy
Spirit we are forgiven and invited to know again that the image of God is what is
deepest in us. Let us live out of that image for the sake of the entire created
world and pray in the words of Jesus…
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen
*AN ACT OF PRAISE
The Gloria Patri
(Please use words that are most meaningful to you)
Glory be to the Creator and to the Christ and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be;
World without end, amen, amen.
TIME FOR THE YOUNG
*HYMN

There Is a Balm in Gilead

PH 513

Ben Pulaski & Janice Wilson
Black-covered New Century Hymnal 553

THE CALL TO OFFERING
Rev. Judy Arnold
Offertory Anthem
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
Music by Guy Eldridge
(Based on the folk tune O waly, waly)
Words by Isaac Watts (1674-1748)
When I survey the wondrous Cross, on which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast save in the death of Christ my God;
All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his Blood.
See from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down;
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?
Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.

Doxology

(Please use words that are most meaningful to you)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God above you heavenly host,
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

NCH 780

*Prayer of Dedication
Rev. Judy
The morning offering includes handmade gifts from the Prayer Shawl Ministry,
the Flower Committee and the Caring Network.
SCRIPTURE
Mark 2:1-14 (NRSV)
Frank Willwerth
When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home.
So many gathered around that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of
the door; and he was speaking the word to them. Then some people came, bringing to
him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. And when they could not bring him to
Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug
through it, they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus saw their faith,
he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes were
sitting there, questioning in their hearts, “Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is
blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” At once Jesus perceived in his spirit
that they were discussing these questions among themselves; and he said to them,
“Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat and walk’? But so
that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said
to the paralytic— “I say to you, stand up, take your mat and go to your home.” And he
stood up, and immediately took the mat and went out before all of them; so that they
were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”
SERMON

“Seek and Find”

Rev. Will

A LENTEN HEALING AND PRAYER SERVICE
During the time of reflection, the congregation is encouraged to consider an obstacle that
prevents them from fully experiencing God’s healing presence and to anonymously write
it on the parchment paper inserted in today’s bulletin. As an expression of faith, you are
encouraged to place the written statement in a box located at a healing station. The
cards will be held in confidence until the weather permits a ritual in the garden. An individual blessing for you and those you name for healing prayer will be offered as you receive the healing mercy of God, symbolized by the laying on of hands.
Two Healing Stations will be positioned in the front of the sanctuary with a third station
in the rear of the church. A chair is provided for your comfort. If you wish just healing
prayer (no laying on of hands), please indicate by folding your hands across your chest
when you sit. Each healing team of three consists of Ministers, Health Ministry Members
or Deacons. Members with mobility issues are asked to raise a hand and a healing team
will come to them.
We invite all present to pray silently for those seeking God’s healing as the music of
Beth Welty’s violin graces the sanctuary.

Church Events This Week (February –28-March 6)

People We are Praying for...
10:00

AM

Worship : Health Ministry Sunday & Visitation

10:00

AM

J2A Class - 9th & 10th Grades

10:00

AM

Rite 13 7th & 8th graders

10:15

AM

Stepping Stones (Church School)

4:00

PM

Girl Scouts

4:00

PM

Sounds of Grace

Please let the Deacons or Ministry Team know if you have someone

7:00

PM

Ruth Group

to add or remove from this list.

7:30

PM

FORUM (High School)

MONDAY

7:15

PM

The Carilloneers

TUESDAY

6:30

PM

Tuesdays with Jesus

7:30

PM

Boy Scouts

8:30

AM

Men's Coffee & Conversation

10:00

AM

Ministry Team Meeting

10:00

AM

FAN Toddler Playgroup

7:30

PM

Deacons

THURSDAY

7:30

PM

Choir Rehearsal

SUNDAY

10:00

AM

Worship Service: Third Sunday of Lent

10:00

AM

J2A Class - 9th & 10th Grades

10:00

AM

Rite 13 7th & 8th graders

10:15

AM

Stepping Stones (Church School)

11:30

AM

NCIS New Comers Inquiry Class

1:00

PM

Girl Scouts

4:00

PM

Girl Scouts

7:30

PM

FORUM (High School)

7:30

PM

Men's Group

Names

Purpose

Ken Barclay

for healing

Rev. Jena Roy

for healing

Jessica Brand

for healing

Rev. Janet Dorman

previous Associate Pastor, for healing

SUNDAY

Tuesdays with Jesus: February 9 - March 22
6:30-7:00 PM Centering Prayer

WEDNESDAY

7:00-8:00 PM Breaking Bread and reading scripture
Come join us for a time of prayer, conversation and a simple meal together each Tuesday
during the season of Lent. Come to just the centering prayer time or just the mealtime or
come to both. Come every Tuesday or whichever Tuesday works best for you. Come as you
are and support your own ongoing prayer practice or learn a new one. Questions,
comments, enthusiasm? Contact Will Burhans (iwillb@fcc-winchester.org or 781-729-9180)
and/or Jena Roy (jenaroy@aol.com or 617-480-2558).

Ruth Group tonight Sunday Feb 28th 7-9 p.m.
Tonight Ruth Group is at Anne Hoenicke's home, 12 Sheffield WEST, Winchester. We will
be discussing The Nearest Exit May Be Behind You by S. Bear Bergman. “Alternatively
unsettling and affirming, The Nearest Exit is a poignant, funny, and graceful collection of
essays on gender and identity” written by transgender author S. Bear Bergman. Come enjoy
decaf coffee and dessert and an evening of connection, companionship and book
discussion with other women of the church. You are welcome whether or not you have read
the book and new participants are always welcome!

FCC Monthly Men's Group, Sunday March 6th, 7:30-9 PM, Palmer Room: All FCC men and
their guests are welcome. We discuss matters that are personal and spiritual. Pot-luck
beverages or snacks are welcome but not expected. Questions to chris.noble@yahoo.com

